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To support patients and their families  
by enhancing the quality of care they receive  
and contribute to cancer care, treatment and  

research throughout Northern Ireland.

Our Mission
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An Incredible Year 
Your kindness and generosity never ceases to amaze us and thanks to your 
wonderful support, the charity has been able to invest over £1.25 million into 
local cancer services in the last year.

For over 30 years Friends of the Cancer Centre has 
been a source of vital support to people across 
Northern Ireland and thanks to your amazing donations 
and fundraising, 2017/2018 was another fantastic 
year for the charity. Most importantly, over the last 12 
months the charity has been able to support thousands 
of patients and their families when they have needed it 
most through our extensive work. 

This has all been possible thanks to you. 

For us, the greatest impact of your support can be 
seen through the work of our funded staff. The charity 
is now proudly supporting an additional 34 members 
of staff, some of whom joined the team in the last 12 
months. All of our staff play a vital role in patient care 
and our specialist nurses alone have supported almost 
7,000 people in the last year, which simply wouldn’t be 
possible without you. 

Ensuring patients and their families are as comfortable 
as possible continues to be a really important part 
of what we do. We truly believe little things can 
make a huge difference to a person’s time at the 
hospital and over the last year, we have continued 
to provide thousands of free cups of tea, hundreds 
of complementary therapy treatments, thousands of 

pounds in financial support and much, much more to 
give people a helping hand through a very difficult 
time. 

Our work in cancer research is continuing to have a 
direct impact on local people through the development 
of new and improved ways to treat many different 
types of cancer. Our support has helped recruit 12 
additional research staff, which in turn is giving more 
patients the opportunity to take part in a clinical trial 
and improving outcomes for many. Our investment 
today will also make an impact on the future of cancer 
care, as this vital work has the potential to change the 
way patients are treated in the future. 

Friends of the Cancer Centre has become an integral 
part of cancer services in Northern Ireland and your 
support has been vital in getting us to where we are 
today. We remain committed to ensuring that the 
charity makes a difference to local people and with 
every fundraiser, volunteer and ambassador who 
supports what we do, we are another step closer to 
being here for every patient who needs us. 

On behalf of the charity, hospital staff and patients, 
thank you for being such a great friend. 

Geoff Hill
Chairman,  
Friends of the Cancer Centre

Colleen Shaw
Chief Executive,
Friends of the Cancer Centre
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Patient care
Patient care is the area in which we fund medical staff and equipment, ensuring patients have 
the best care available to them when they need it most.

Supporting excellence
Our staff are an incredible source of care and support to patients and today, Friends of the 
Cancer Centre is proudly funding an additional 34 members of this incredible team including 
doctors, specialist nurses, radiographers and researchers. One of the latest additions to our 
funded staff team is Janine Briggs, who is an oncology dietitian specialising in pancreatic 
cancer. Janine is the first and only dietitian of her kind in Northern Ireland and her role is to 
help support the nutritional needs of patients with pancreatic cancer, helping them maintain 
a healthy weight so that they can undergo what can often be intensive treatment. Janine 
also supports pancreatic patients post radiotherapy and oesophageal patients receiving 
radical radiotherapy with an innovative E-Health System. The system allows patients to weigh 
themselves from the comfort of their own home and the information is then sent to Janine at 
the Cancer Centre via Bluetooth, where she can monitor their progress remotely.

Over £555,000 
invested in patient care over 
the last year which includes 
funding an additional 34 
members of staff

Nearly 7,000 
patients from across 
Northern Ireland supported 
by our nurses in the last 
year alone

144 
Pieces of new equipment 
throughout the hospital 
including nasendoscopy 
equipment for head 
and neck patients, 
lymphoedema equipment 
and observation machines

16,000 
hours of additional care 
provided by each of our 
nurses in the last year alone, 
supporting hundreds of 
patients across Northern 
Ireland

Patient care highlights
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“
Jack Beattie, 75, from Bangor was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer earlier this year and during his 
treatment he has been supported by our oncology dietitian, Janine Briggs. 

“
When I was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer it came as a 
big shock and as a family, we were nervous about what was 
ahead. I had chemotherapy and radiotherapy at the Cancer 
Centre, before being one of the first in Northern Ireland 
to be recruited into a clinical trial called PIONEER Pancreas, 
which is also supported by the charity. It was during my 
time at the hospital that I met Janine and she has been a 
wonderful source of support ever since.

I am very lucky to have a great support network with my 
family, but Janine has been an extra source of help and 
advice when we needed it. She is such a lovely person and 
I always felt at ease to contact her with any questions or 
queries. In particular, she was very supportive when it came 
to monitoring my weight, which is very important to anyone 
with pancreatic cancer. After my treatment, Janine organised 
for electronic scales to be put in my home which allow 
me to weigh myself each week and with the wonders of 
technology, the information is sent directly to Janine at the 
Cancer Centre. Janine can monitor my progress without me 
having to attend the hospital, which is really convenient.

To think that just a few months ago this post didn’t exist 
is quite incredible. I’m very grateful to Friends of the 
Cancer Centre for supporting Janine as she is making a real 
difference to so many people.

Meet Jack
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Patient comfort
Patient comforts are a really important part of what we do as we know that the thoughtful 
touches we provide make a big difference to patients and their families.

50,000 
cups of tea and coffee 
provided for free at the 
hospital’s Bridgewater Suite

417
people from across 
Northern Ireland availed of 
our financial grants to help 
them with heating costs, 
household bills, travel costs 
and much more

436 
patients and families 
attended information 
evenings and health and 
wellbeing events supported 
by the charity to help them 
pre and post treatment

Patient comfort highlights

A helping hand
We believe little things make a big difference and we strive to make a really difficult time 
for patients and families a little easier. From a cup of tea and a daily newspaper, to financial 
support for those who might need a little extra help when going through treatment. For 
us this is more than a free cup of tea or a handout, it is comfort and a helping hand during 
what can be an anxious time for many. We also understand the physical and emotional 
side effects treatment can have on a patient’s wellbeing, which is why we proudly support 
the Macmillan Support and Information Centre at Belfast City Hospital by funding many 
of the services on offer at the Centre. In the last year thousands of people have benefitted 
from our complementary therapy treatments and classes at the Centre, with many more 
dropping in to simply have a cup of tea provided by the charity in a quiet and peaceful 
environment.

11,600 
people attended the 
Macmillan Support and 
Information Centre in the 
last year, with thousands 
benefitting from our support 
including tea and coffee, 
complementary therapy and 
our classes
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Meet Emma
Emma Hanson, from Coagh in Tyrone, was 34 when she was diagnosed with cancer of the cervix. 
During her time at the Cancer Centre, the comforts provided by the charity made a really tough 
time a little bit easier. 

In 2015 my life changed when I was diagnosed with cancer, but 
I’m happy to say that 3 years later, I’m cancer free. 

During my treatment Friends of the Cancer Centre was so 
supportive. It’s the small things that count at times like this, like 
the free cups of tea while waiting on your blood results. The 
complementary therapy provided by the charity also made a big 
difference. I received some lovely reflexology treatments and 
they were really beneficial in helping me relax during what was 
a really stressful time. My therapist also made me an amazing 
aroma stick, similar to a Vicks inhaler when you have a cold, but 
it was full of beautiful blended oils that would help ease nausea 
when I was travelling up and down to the hospital.

It has always amazed me that the charity’s wonderful work 
is thanks to the support of local people and I hope everyone 
knows the difference they are making. Over the last 3 years 
I’ve wanted to say thank you and give back to the charity so 
more people can benefit from its fantastic work. I’ve abseiled 
buildings and jumped out of planes and I know the money 
raised will go on to help many others, just like me.

““
Emma (3rd from left) with her partner Stanley,  
daughter Caitlin and son, Saul
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12
additional research staff 
funded by the charity 
including research 
radiographers, nurses and 
pharmacists 

Research
Research is vital in the fight against cancer and Friends of the Cancer Centre is the leading 
local charity funding research in Northern Ireland.

Our commitment to beating cancer
Northern Ireland has become a world leader in cancer research and Friends of the Cancer 
Centre is playing a vital role in this progress.

Over the last three years, the charity has invested over £1 million into locally led research 
through our partnership with the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell Biology at Queen’s 
University and the Northern Ireland Clinical Trials Centre. This investment has enabled 
the team to recruit additional staff who are vital in the development and implementation 
of clinical trials, which strive to find new and improved ways to treat many types of 
cancer. Our investment is also benefitting local people, giving them greater opportunity 
to be involved in a clinical trial which could improve outcomes for many. In the years to 
come, the charity is committed to continuing this investment and to supporting our local 
researchers in their vital work. 

Many of the active clinical 
trials have been created and 
developed in Northern 
Ireland, some of which are 
the first of their kind with the 
potential to benefit not only 
local patients, but people 
around the world

1,549
patients recruited to active 
clinical trials supported by 
our funded staff in sites 
including head and neck, 
breast and prostate

Research highlights

103
active clinical trials in 
Northern Ireland with many 
supported by staff funded by 
the charity 
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“
Meet David
David Livingstone, 66, from Richhill in Armagh was diagnosed with advanced prostate 
cancer in 2016 and faced with a difficult diagnosis, David was recruited into a clinical trial 
supported by the charity. 

Friday 13th May 2016 was the day my life changed forever. I was 
diagnosed with advanced prostate cancer and told that I might only have 
6 months to live. 

It came as a complete shock as I didn’t have any symptoms of note, just a 
sore back which my GP put down to suspected kidney stones. However, 
further investigation showed advanced and aggressive prostate cancer 
which had spread to my bones and lymph nodes. 

My chemotherapy treatment started in Craigavon and I then moved to 
the Cancer Centre for radiotherapy, where I was asked if I would like 
to participate in a new clinical trial called ADRRAD, which was aimed 
specifically at men with advanced prostate cancer. I had nothing to lose, 
so I jumped at the opportunity and was soon put under the care of 
Professor O’Sullivan, who was leading the trial. It involved two types of 
radiotherapy: 37 sessions of external radiotherapy followed by six months 
of injections of another form of radiation called radium 223. 

Today, two years after being diagnosed, I am doing well. I haven’t been 
cured, but the cancer has almost gone from my spine and the treatment 
has allowed me to enjoy a good quality of life with my family and friends. 
I’m extremely grateful to Friends of the Cancer Centre as the investment 
it makes in local research supports so many people and if it wasn’t for the 
trial, I wouldn’t be here today.

“
David with his daughter, Victoria, who took on our 
abseil in April
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How we do it
Thanks to your support and friendship, it has 
been another fantastic year for the charity. 
Everything we do is made possible thanks to the 
people who donate and fundraise for us. Here are 
just some of the highlights:

Staff from the Cancer Centre 
held a gala ball to celebrate 
the hospital’s 10th anniversary 
and raised the magnificent 

sum of £18,500 for the 
charity 

Over 100 
volunteers gave up their time 
to support our fundraising 
groups, collections, craft fairs 
and much more

Over 790  
people took part in our 
events over the year including 
abseilers, cyclists, marathon 
runners and mountain 
trekkers 

219 
events were held by our 
amazing supporters in 
communities across Northern 
Ireland

42 
happy couples celebrated their 
special day with us by making 
a donation in lieu of wedding 
favours

260 
collection cans were filled 
in the last year, proving 
that every penny makes a 
difference to our work

270 
people gave regularly to the 
charity through Committed 
and Payroll Giving

Almost £1.5 million 
raised in the last year by our 
amazing supporters

£365,001.21 
was raised by our superb 
supporters who hosted  
events in their local area  
for the charity
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Our partners
We are proud to work with companies across Northern Ireland to create partnerships with real impact. 
Through their generosity and the enthusiasm and commitment of their employees, we are able to reach out to more families affected by cancer. This 
year local companies, their employees and customers and partner organisations raised £265,110 to support our work. 

• £22,010 donated by Almac – proceeds from their Christmas Raffle and ‘Bake 
Off’ challenge.

• BDO Northern Ireland completed their 2 year partnership raising £21,038.

• Warmflow Engineering Company Ltd raised £16,439 through sponsorship and 
participation in our Dragon Boat Race and the company’s annual golf day.

How corporate supporters helped:
This year, we would like to acknowledge the 
support of our philanthropic partners: 

• The Ireland Funds

• House of Vic-Ryn Trust 

• Cash for Kids

• The Jill Todd Trust

• Ballysillan Community Initiatives Ltd.

Support through partnership

To find out how your company or group can support Friends of the Cancer Centre,  
please contact our Corporate Fundraising Manager, Ana Wilkinson on 028 9069 9393.

Marks and Spencer’s 
Malone Simply Foods 
branch has taken the 
charity on as partner 
for two years

Thank you to everyone who supported the charity 
this year by partnering with us, making donations 
and encouraging employee volunteering. Your 
support has helped us make a huge difference. 

Special Thanks:
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The hospital’s view
Dr Seamus McAleer, a valued trustee of the charity, has been supporting Friends of the Cancer 
Centre since its early days at Belvoir Park Hospital. Dr McAleer will be stepping down as trustee 
this year as his tenure comes to an end, but before he does, he reflects on how your support has 
been making a difference for over three decades. 

My first encounter with the charity was over 30 years ago 
when it was known as Friends of Montgomery House. It 
was 1985 and I had just started at Belvoir Park Hospital 
and even in its early days, I could see how important the 
charity was to the day to day running of the hospital. 
It was small, but dynamic in action, funding vital 
equipment such as a CT scanner and MRI machine. In 
1990 I was asked to be a trustee and I have proudly been 
serving on the board ever since. 

Over the years I’ve been able to see just how much the 
charity has grown. From a team of volunteers and an 
income of around £100,000 a year, to a professional 
organisation investing over £1 million a year into local 
cancer services. More importantly, I’ve been able to 
witness the incredible difference the charity makes 
to thousands of people across Northern Ireland. The 
charity greatly enhances the quality of care we offer our 
patients. From its vital role in our staff infrastructure, 
which is the very basis of how we care for our patients, 
to funding vital research and supporting clinical trials, 
which is giving hope to many. The charity’s support also 
allows us to look in new directions, supporting new 
developments which we could not have done without 
the charity. 

The goodwill that exists among patients and the wider 
public towards helping the charity is humbling. This 
generosity has inspired me over the years, encouraging 
me to get on my bike with colleagues, patients and 
friends to raise over £250,000 to support the charity’s 
work. This was our way of thanking them for doing so 
much to support our patients, helping them to do even 
more as a result. 

I am proud to have served as a trustee of the charity 
and while my tenure has come to an end, I will always 
continue to support its work. Friends of the Cancer 
Centre has raised over £10 million in recent years and I 
would like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank 
you to everyone who has made that possible. The charity 
has achieved a great deal and supported thousands of 
people along the way, but there is always more to be 
done. There will always be a need for Friends of the 
Cancer Centre and we will always need you, our friends. 

 

Dr Seamus McAleer
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Our Future 
For over 30 years Friends of the Cancer Centre has been dedicated 
to making a difference to local people and today, thanks to your 
friendship, we are able to support more patients than ever before 
and the impact of our work is being felt in homes across Northern 
Ireland.

In the years to come, our work will be even more vital. With more 
people being diagnosed with cancer, the demand on our health 
service will continue to grow. Just as we have for the past three 
decades, the charity is determined that patients will receive the 
support and care they need through our work. That is why, in the 
coming years, we are committed to funding:

Vital local research to help more people beat cancer

More specialist nurses to care for more patients

Comforts, such as our financial support, to help alleviate 
some of the stress that can come with a cancer diagnosis
 

We need you to help us do it.

Your Legacy 
Our future can be your legacy.
Every year, the charity needs to raise over £1.5 million to continue to 
support thousands of local people who rely on our work. 

We understand that when making a Will, your family and friends 
are your first priority, but when you have looked after your family a 
donation to Friends of the Cancer Centre could support our work for 
many years.

Gifts in a Will come in all shapes and sizes, with gifts ranging from 
£200 to £250,000, 1% of an estate to 100%, or anything left over 
after other gifts have been made. No matter how big or small your gift, 
by becoming our Forever Friend you will be making a lasting difference 
to our work and the lives of local people living with cancer. 

To find out how you can become a Forever Friend, please 
contact Ana Wilkinson, Corporate Fundraising Manager,  
on 028 9069 9393.

Become a Forever Friend today.
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How It All Adds Up

Community Fundraising

Individual Donations & Legacies

Special Events

Corporate Fundraising

In Lieu Of Flowers

Other Income

Where our money comes from

What it means
• Thanks to your support, we raised £1,458,526.53.

• We put £1,253,393 back into local cancer services through our three project areas

Trustees
Geoff Hill  
Chairman

Adrian Doran  
Honorary Treasurer 

Professor Joe O’Sullivan  
Honorary Secretary

Dr Jackie Clarke
Jim Gamble
Avril Graham
Damian Heron
Dr Seamus McAleer
Dr Maria Moloney
Turlough Montague QC
Dr Paula Scullin
Dr Anne-Marie Telford 
Brian Cave

Management Team
Colleen Shaw  
Chief Executive

Cathy Rooney  
Finance Manager

Claire Hogarth  
Fundraising Manager

Nuala Bannon  
Communications  
and Project Manager

Ana Wilkinson
Corporate Fundraising Manager

Research

Patient Care

Patient Comfort

Fundraising

Administration & Governance

How we spend it

33%

6%
9%

18%

17% 17%

28%

5%
11%

20%

36%



All of this is made possible thanks to you.

We know that every penny you raise tells a story and  
represents something, or someone, very special. That is  

why we promise that every penny donated to  
Friends of the Cancer Centre will be put to the best possible  

use to support local cancer patients and their families.

Thank you for being such an  
incredible friend to the charity.

Our Promise



Thank You

Friends of the Cancer Centre, NI Cancer Centre, Belfast City Hospital, Lisburn Road, BT9 7AB
T: 028 9069 9393 E: info@friendsofthecancercentre.com W: www.friendsofthecancercentre.com

Friends of the Cancer Centre is a registered company limited by guarantee in Northern Ireland. Company number 
NI616925. Registered with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC101345.

www.friendsofthecancercentre.com

Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/friendsofthecancercentre

Follow us on Twitter
@FriendsCCNI

Follow us on Instagram
friends_of_the_cancer_centre


