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Our Mission
To support patients and their families
by enhancing the quality of care they receive
and contribute to cancer care, treatment and
research throughout Northern Ireland.

What an Incredible Year
The last year has been another incredible year for the charity. Thanks to our
wonderful supporters we have been able to continue to make an impact on
the lives of thousands of local people affected by cancer through our work in
clinical care, patient comfort and care, and research.

Last year, thanks to your support, we have been able to
put over £1.4 million back into the Cancer Centre. This
incredible sum has allowed us to support projects that
make a direct and positive impact on the lives of patients,
their families and staff.
In particular, we have been able to fulﬁll one of the
greatest goals of the charity. We have often talked about
our commitment to ensuring more patients in Northern
Ireland have access to a Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS).
Our current three CNS posts highlight the great beneﬁt
these nurses bring to the patient experience and we are
delighted that we have been able to fund an additional
seven Clinical Nurse Specialists who will join the
hospital’s urology, lung, head and neck, and teenage and
young adult teams in the coming months. This brings the
total of Clinical Nurse Specialists funded by the charity
to ten, more than any other local charity in Northern
Ireland.
In total Friends of the Cancer Centre is funding an
incredible 35 additional members of staff who will play
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a pivotal role in patient care, research and development.
Our clinical staff are seeing more patients and reducing
waiting lists for many of the most common cancer
sites and our researchers are developing world leading
trials right here in Northern Ireland with the help of our
patients.

Gordon McKeown
Chairman

In the last year we have worked to make the Cancer
Centre even more homely and a patient’s time here
as comfortable as it can be. The little things we do
throughout the Cancer Centre continue to make a big
difference and our free cups of tea and coffee, as well
as our free newspapers and magazines, are greatly
appreciated by patients and their families.
It’s clear that the charity has become an integral part of
the day to day life of the Cancer Centre and our work
can be seen and felt throughout the hospital among
patients and staff. This wouldn’t be possible without you
and on behalf of the charity, hospital staff and patients,
thank you for being such a great friend.

Colleen Shaw
Chief Executive
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Clinical Care

Clinical care is the area in which we fund medical staff and equipment within the Cancer Centre,
ensuring that our patients have the best care available to them when they need it most.

Friends of the Cancer Centre has long been committed to
ensuring that more patients in Northern Ireland have access
to a Clinical Nurse Specialist.
In 2015, the charity launched its pilot Clinical Nurse Specialist Training Programme,
which provided senior nurses in the Cancer Centre with the expert training they
needed to become a Clinical Nurse Specialist. The advanced training will now
enable the nurses to apply for future specialist nursing posts when they become
available and to start immediately, without having to undergo training when in post.
In the meantime, the training has enabled many of the nurses to advance to nonmedical chemotherapy prescribing roles, which give them the ability to prescribe
chemotherapy to patients and help alleviate consultant waiting times.

Our £2.5 million commitment to specialist nursing
Not only has Friends of the Cancer Centre been committed to investing in nurse training through the pilot CNS Training Programme, but it
continues to be committed to funding new CNS posts locally.
In the coming years, Friends of the Cancer Centre will invest £2.5 million into the specialist cancer nursing workforce to ensure more patients in
Northern Ireland can beneﬁt from a clinical nurse specialist. This investment will see an additional seven CNS posts in Northern Ireland, with the
new nurses focusing on cancer sites which affect thousands of patients locally including urology, lung cancer, head and neck cancer, and young
patients. These nurses will join the three nurses already funded by the charity, bringing the total number of clinical nurse specialists funded by
Friends of the Cancer Centre to 10. This is more than any other local charity.
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Clinical Care Hig hlig hts

Our three
CNS nurses
have held over
3,000 patients
consultations
in the last year
alone

The charity has funded
the Cancer Centre’s new
innovative Stereotactic
Phantom which will help
staff deliver targeted
radiotherapy for brain
tumour patients

Intensity modulated
radiotherapy (IMRT) is
an advanced form of
radiotherapy which is used
by many clinicians in the
Cancer Centre. Friends of the
Cancer Centre has purchased
vital IMRT software which
will allow more staff to
access and use this type of
treatment for their patients.

Friends of the
Cancer Centre has
funded an additional
doctor who will
support patients in the
Bridgewater Suite

We have funded
vital equipment
in a brand new
treatment room
for haematology
patients on
ward 10
Friends of the
Cancer Centre
has funded an
additional 7 CNS
posts bringing the
total of specialist
nurses funded by
the charity to 10

Patient Comfort and Care

Patient comfort and care is the area in which we ensure that patients in the Cancer Centre today
have the best facilities available and that their time here is as comfortable as possible.

Sometimes the little things make a big difference and every day in the
Cancer Centre we provide free tea, coffee, newspapers and magazines for
patients waiting on appointments and treatment.
For us, this is more than just a free cup of tea and a newspaper; it is comfort and distraction during what
can be an anxious time for some patients. We’ve been funding these comforts for several years and in the
last year alone we have provided thousands of cups of tea and coffee and hundreds of newspapers and
magazines. This is your money in action.

Wendy McCallum was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2015 and underwent
chemotherapy and radiotherapy in the Cancer Centre. During her treatment at the
Cancer Centre, the comforts provided by the charity became a welcome distraction.
“I attended the Cancer Centre for several months and received chemotherapy and radiotherapy as part of my
treatment. Throughout my time at the Cancer Centre, the wonderful things provided by Friends of the Cancer
Centre made a difﬁcult time that bit easier, particularly during my time receiving chemotherapy at the Bridgewater
Suite. It can be a long day in Bridgewater waiting for your bloods, seeing your consultant and getting treatment,
so to have the daily newspapers and a cup of tea made all the difference in helping pass the time. When you’re up
in Bridgewater you can see every single person availing of something Friends of the Cancer Centre has provided
for free and like me, I know it means a great deal to them and makes a big difference to their time in hospital.
“For me it was so much more than just a cup of tea, it was a piece of normality in a very abnormal situation.”
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Patient Comfort and Care Hig hlig hts

Friends of the Cancer
Centre is the main
charitable funder of the
Macmillan Support and
Information Centre with
the charity supporting
many of the activities in
the centre

We support
children receiving
radiotherapy with
thoughtful gifts,
activity packs and
play areas

We provide
hundreds of
vital pieces
of equipment
throughout the
hospital, including
wheelchairs

The charity
has funded an
information video
for new radiotherapy
patients so they can
find out what they can
expect before starting
treatment

We have purchased
display screens/
TVs throughout the
Cancer Centre which
provide patients with
information and help
pass some time
while waiting on
appointments

Our financial
grants help support
patients at times
of need and help
alleviate money
worries.

Research

Research is vital in the ﬁght against cancer and Friends of the Cancer Centre
is the leading local charity funding research in Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland has become a world leader in cancer research and Friends of the
Cancer Centre is playing a vital role in this.
The money Friends of the Cancer Centre invests in cancer research stays in Northern Ireland and is used in a
very tangible and practical way. Through our partnership with the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell Biology
at Queen’s University, we fund vital staff on the ground who carry out research into various cancer types.
These staff are instrumental in developing clinical trials - medical research trials involving patients – which will
ultimately lead to improved outcomes for cancer patients here in Northern Ireland and across the world.

Professor David Waugh, Director of the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell
Biology at Queen’s University, Belfast.
“We cannot emphasise enough how important the funding from Friends of the Cancer Centre is.
It permits us to increase the capacity of specialist staff we need to implement these world leading
and life changing clinical trials. Thanks to the support of Friends of the Cancer Centre, we now have
the dedicated manpower in the Cancer Centre to conduct these trials that take forward innovative
discovery from our research and strive for better outcomes for patients.
“We have been at the forefront of some of the most ambitious and ground breaking research in recent
years and some of our own trials have been adopted by leading cancer centres across the UK and
Europe. More importantly, patients in Northern Ireland are beneﬁtting from these new discoveries with
many being the ﬁrst in the world to take part in some of our trials. All of this is made possible thanks to
Friends of the Cancer Centre and the wonderful people who fundraise for the charity. On behalf of my
team and all those patients who are beneﬁtting from our work, thank you.”
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Research Hig hlig hts

Over

£500,000
invested in local
research in
the last year

Our research technician
Marc – Aurel Fuchs
is investigating the
characteristics and
behaviours of cancer
on a molecular level to
look for cancer specific
mutations

Our research fellow
Dr Phil Turner is
currently working on
a ground-breaking
prostate cancer
trial, the first of its
kind in the world

Our research
and development
radiographer has
a lead role in the
implementation of new
radiotherapy techniques
to ensure local patients
receive cutting edge
treatments

We fund vital research
equipment including a
new 3D breast imaging
system which will
be used to research
the effects of cancer
treatment on breast
reconstruction surgery

Our consultant
oncologist Dr Suneil
Jain is not only
treating patients, but
he is also developing
new and improved
ways to treat them

How we do it

We couldn’t do any of this without you. Our work relies on every single donation, every person who takes part in
our events, the incredible support we receive in communities across Northern Ireland and the vital support from the
local business community. Here are just some of the highlights from another great year.

228
community
events were held
across Northern
Ireland
Our biggest
event was our
Belvoir Walk
which had 289
participants

Community
events raised
an incredible
£411,000

The local
business community
has played a vital role
in supporting
our work over the
last year

Our
supporters
filled 374
collection cans
last year alone

31 happy
couples shared
their big day with
us with donations
in lieu of wedding
favours
Over 1,000
people took
part in our
events last
year

The House of
Vic-Ryn Trust has
been our longest
running charity
partnership

The Future

The charity has come a long way in recent years, but we have so much more to do.

Thanks to you we are able to support more
patients than ever before and the impact
of our work is being felt in homes across
Northern Ireland.
As the charity grows and continues to go from strength to
strength, so too does our work and this means that we need your
support more than ever.
Your support will allow us to do even more and in the coming
months this will include supporting the new radiotherapy unit at
Altnagelvin in Derry/Londonderry, support of the seven additional
Clinical Nurse Specialists funded by the charity, as well as fund new
projects which will beneﬁt local patients here and now. We have a
long way to go, but we know we can get there with your help.

Over the next
3 years the charity
needs to raise over

£1.5 million
a year to continue
our work

Together we can make a difference.
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How It All Adds Up

Trustees
Gordon McKeown
Chairman

Where our money comes from

7%
8%

Community fundraising

10%

34%

Individual donations & legacies
Special events
Corporate fundraising
In memory donations

20%
21%

7%

5%

19%

Other

How we spend it

Professor Joe O’Sullivan
Honorary Secretary
Dr Jackie Clarke
Adrian Doran
Jim Gamble
Avril Graham
Damian Heron
Dr Seamus McAleer
Dr Maria Moloney
Turlough Montague QC
Dr Paula Scullin

Research

18%

Clinical care

Management Team

Patient comfort & care

Colleen Shaw
Chief Executive

Fundraising
Administration & governance
51%

What it means
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Geoff Hill
Honorary Treasurer

G

Thanks to your support, we raised £1.4 million in 2015/ 2016

G

We put £1.4 million back into the Cancer Centre through our three funding areas

G

The amount of money we spend on running costs and expenses is kept to an absolute minimum
with 95p in every £1 donated used to support patients and to invest in the future

Cathy Rooney
Finance and Projects Manager
Claire Hogarth
Fundraising Manager
Nuala Bannon
Communications Manager
Ana Wilkinson
Corporate Fundraising Manager
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Our Promise
All of this is made possible thanks to you.
We know that every penny you raise tells a story and
represents something, or someone, very special. That is
why we promise that every penny donated to
Friends of the Cancer Centre will be put to the best possible
use to support local cancer patients and their families.
Thank you for being such an
incredible friend to the charity.

Thank You
Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/friendsofthecancercentre

Follow us on Twitter
@FriendsCCNI

Friends of the Cancer Centre, NI Cancer Centre, Belfast City Hospital, Lisburn Road, BT9 7AB
T: 028 9069 9393 E: info@friendsofthecancercentre.com W: www.friendsofthecancercentre.com
Friends of the Cancer Centre is a registered company limited by guarantee in Northern Ireland. Company number
NI616925. Registered with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC101345.

www.friendsofthecancercentre.com

